Press Release
25th Edition of the Sommets Musicaux de Gstaad from January 31 to February 8, 2025
A quarter century of music and emotions in the heart of the Swiss Alps 

GSTAAD, September 6, 2024 - The Sommets Musicaux de Gstaad are delighted to announce their 25th edition, which will take place from January 31 to February 8, 2025. This year, the festival—now a must-attend event in the classical music calendar—will celebrate a quarter century of musical passion. Under the artistic direction of Renaud Capuçon, this special anniversary edition promises to be a showcase of both discoveries and rediscoveries, where the magic of music merges with the splendour of the Alpine landscape.
An exceptional program for a unique anniversary

To mark this historic milestone, the Sommets Musicaux de Gstaad have curated a program worthy of the event, bringing together internationally renowned artists, promising young talents, and unprecedented collaborations. Concerts will be held in three iconic venues known for their natural acoustics: the Gstaad Chapel, the Church of Saanen, and the Church of Rougemont. Each venue will offer a distinct atmosphere, providing the audience with diverse and enriching musical experiences.

At the Gstaad Chapel, afternoons will be dedicated to emerging talents, particularly former winners of the Thierry Scherz Prize, who have left their mark on the festival's history. Featured performers include violinist Anna Agafia, pianists Jean-Paul Gasparian, Arthur Hinnewinkel, and Guillaume Bellom, violist Timothy Ridout, and cellists Anastasia Kobekina and Tim Posner. Their performances will encompass a wide repertoire, from Bach to contemporary composers, reflecting both the diversity and artistic excellence that characterize the Sommets Musicaux de Gstaad.

At the Church of Saanen, the festival will feature its star performers. These include Yo-Yo Ma, one of the world’s most celebrated cellists, violin virtuoso Isabelle Faust, countertenor Ieystin Davies, as well as the Lausanne Chamber Orchestra conducted by Renaud Capuçon. Audiences will also enjoy performances by prestigious ensembles such as Il Giardino Armonico, directed by Giovanni Antonini, and Les Métaboles, under the baton of Léo Warynski. These concerts will span masterpieces from all eras, performed by artists who have made a significant impact on the history of classical music.

The Church of Rougemont will provide a stage for Renaud Capuçon’s personal favourites. These intimate evenings will offer the audience the chance to discover or rediscover renowned artists such as pianist Elisabeth Leonskaja, violinist Alexandra Conunova, mezzo-soprano Lea Desandre, pianist Christian Zacharias, and the Belcea Quartet, whose expertise in chamber music is internationally acclaimed. The works performed will be carefully chosen to evoke deep emotional resonance, enhanced by the setting’s historic and majestic ambiance.

Unprecedented collaborations and celebration of young talents

One of the highlights of this anniversary edition will be an unprecedented collaboration between Zep, the famous creator of the comic book character Titeuf, and Renaud Capuçon. Titled “A Symphony for Pencil and Violin,” this unique performance will combine music and visual art, offering a playful and immersive experience aimed especially at younger audiences. The event will debut on Tuesday morning, February 4, 2025, at the Church of Saanen.

The festival also reaffirms its dedication to promoting young talent. Concerts at the Gstaad Chapel will offer the public the opportunity to rediscover winners of the Thierry Scherz Prize, who have used this platform to launch successful international careers. These concerts are a testament to the festival’s founding mission and demonstrate its critical role in discovering and supporting the stars of tomorrow.

Free Admission Concert on Sunday

As with every edition, the festival will offer a free concert on Sunday. This year, on Sunday, February 2, 2025, at 11 a.m., the public is invited to attend an exceptional solo performance by violinist Isabelle Faust at the Church of Saanen. This free concert is an excellent opportunity to experience a world-class artist in an intimate and welcoming setting.

Free admission concert on Sunday

As every year, the festival offers a free admission concert on Sunday. This year, on Sunday, February 2, 2025, at 11 am, the public will be able to attend an exceptional solo performance by violinist Isabelle Faust at Saanen Church. This free concert is a unique opportunity to discover this world-renowned artist in an intimate and friendly setting. 

Accessible prices for an exceptional festival

In keeping with its commitment to making classical music accessible, the Sommets Musicaux de Gstaad will maintain affordable ticket prices. Tickets range from CHF 30 to CHF 150, depending on the category and venue. Discounts are available for young people aged 5 to 25, as well as for residents. This pricing policy reflects the festival’s dedication to democratizing access to classical music and providing an ever-wider audience the opportunity to enjoy exceptional performances.

The Sommets Musicaux de Gstaad: A meeting place between music and nature

More than just a festival, the Sommets Musicaux de Gstaad offers a truly immersive experience where music and nature come together harmoniously. The enchanting setting of the Swiss Alps, with its majestic landscapes and tranquil atmosphere, provides the perfect backdrop for enjoying masterpieces of the classical repertoire. Festivalgoers will experience the unique synergy between art and nature that defines the reputation and allure of this extraordinary event.

For this 25th edition, every effort has been made to ensure that each concert is a memorable experience for both artists and the audience. The Sommets Musicaux de Gstaad invites you to share in this moment of emotion, discovery, and celebration in an exceptional setting. Join us for a week of musical festivities, where each day promises new surprises and unforgettable moments.

Practical information and reservations

Tickets for the Sommets Musicaux de Gstaad will be available from September 23, 2024, at the Gstaad Tourist Office and on ticketcorner.ch. The concerts on January 31, February 1, 2, 7, and 8, 2025, at the Church of Saanen will be followed by dinners at the Gstaad Palace, offering a unique opportunity to extend the musical experience in a prestigious setting.
Press accreditations

Press accreditations for the Sommets Musicaux de Gstaad 2025 are now open and will remain available until December 16, 2024. Journalists interested in attending can access the accreditation form via this LINK.
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