Press Release

26th Edition of the Sommets Musicaux de Gstaad
January 30 — February 7, 2026
An edition dedicated to the violin

Under the artistic direction of Renaud Capucon, the Sommets Musicaux de Gstaad unveil the
programme for their 26th edition. From January 30 to February 7, 2026, the Festival will place
the violin in the spotlight, bringing together young talents and internationally renowned artists
for nine days of music in the churches of Saanen, Rougemont, and the chapel of Gstaad. Since
2001, the Sommets Musicaux have been guided by their mission to foster transmission,
excellence, and discovery.

Three concert cycles in three exceptional venues
e Gstaad Chapel: seven young violinists accompanied on piano every afternoon at4 p.m.
o Saanen Church: the festival’'s major stars in five concerts, plus a special concert for
children.
e Rougemont Church: the artistic director’s favourites in five recitals.

A Mentor and a composer in residence

Violinist Vadim Repin will act as mentor to the invited young talents. He will share his
experience through masterclasses and perform in concert alongside pianist Martina Filjak and
cellist Julia Hagen. French composer Yves Chauris is this year’s artist in residence. His piece
Bleu sur bleu, commissioned by the festival, will premiere at the event, and be performed
each afternoon at the chapel by the young violinists.

A prestigious line-up

Among the artists scheduled to appear: Emmanuel Pahud with Camerata Bern, Clara-Jumi
Kang, Héléne Grimaud performing with Renaud Capugon, Kian Soltani with Camerata
Salzburg under the direction of Gregory Ahss, the Trio Nebelmeer with Gérard Caussé,
and tenor Pene Pati, who will close the festival with the orchestra Les Siécles conducted by
Harry Ogg. Also featured are Mao Fujita, Julia Hagen, the Chamber Orchestra of Europe,
Ensemble La Sportelle led by Emmeran Rollin, and many promising young soloists.
lllustrator Grégoire Pont and a string sextet will present a poetic, visual version of
Beethoven’s Pastoral Symphony for young audiences.

Competition and prizes

The young violinists will compete for two prestigious awards:

e The Thierry Scherz Prize, sponsored by the Petram Foundation, which offers the winner a
first orchestral CD recording in partnership with Claves Records.

e The André Hoffmann Prize, endowed with CHF 5,000, awarded for the best interpretation
of the composer-in-residence’s work. It also supports the creation of the piece and the
composer’s stay.

A true winter crossroads

A total of 18 concerts will delight audiences from January 30 to February 7, 2026. It's worth

noting that the Sommets Musicaux de Gstaad is one of the only festivals in Switzerland to host



concerts exclusively in churches. Music lovers particularly appreciate the festival’s intimate
atmosphere and its unique, enchanting character.

As the first classical music festival of the year and a true winter cultural hub in the region, the
Sommets Musicaux de Gstaad encourage exceptional exchanges between artists and a
devoted audience during post-concert dinners at the Gstaad Palace. These gatherings are
supported by various partners, including patrons, foundations, companies, associations, and
institutions such as Les Amis des Sommets Musicaux de Gstaad, the Hoffmann Foundation,
the Petram Foundation, the municipality of Saanen and surrounding areas, the canton of Bern,
and the Loterie Romande, among others.

Sommets Musicaux de Gstaad Association
President: Vera Michalski-Hoffmann
Executive Director: Ombretta Ravessoud
Artistic Director: Renaud Capucon

Programme, tickets, and advance sales from September 15, 2025, at www.sommets-
musicaux.ch Tickets are available at the Gstaad Tourist Office, via ticketcorner.ch and at the
door. Reservations can be made at: Gstaad Tourist Office: +41 33 748 81 82 -
ticketing@gstaad.ch

e Concert prices: CHF 30 to CHF 150 depending on category and venue
Youth rates (ages 5 to 25): 50% discount
Local rates: 10% discount

e Free admission:

e February 1 concert at Rougemont Church at 11 a.m.

e February 3 concert at Saanen Church (Beethoven’s Pastoral Symphony for children and
adults) at 10 a.m.

Sommets Musicaux de Gstaad at a glance

Since its creation in 2001, the Sommets Musicaux de Gstaad Festival has become the premier
winter gathering for classical music lovers. Each year, rising stars, renowned artists, and
passionate audiences come together in this snowy setting to bring classical music’s most
beautiful works to life.

The Festival is built on three pillars: three concert cycles across three exceptional venues. In
the afternoon, the Gstaad Chapel showcases the brightest young talent. In the evening, the
churches of Saanen and Rougemont captivate audiences with internationally acclaimed
soloists and ensembles.

Friends of the Sommets Musicaux de Gstaad
Founded after the first edition, the Friends of the Sommets Musicaux de Gstaad association,
chaired by Madame Véronique de Sénépart, provides essential support for the festival.

Complete press kit

The full press kit — including the press release, event programme, artist and venue bios, HD
images, the Sommets Musicaux logo, and the accreditation form — is available here:
http://www.sommetsmusicaux.ch/presse/ For organisational reasons, we kindly ask that you
complete your accreditation by Friday, December 19, 2025: https://www.sommets-
musicaux.com/presse/#accreditation
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